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United States Security Service
11013 Pacific Highway SW

Lakewood, WA 98499

January 28, 2002

Attarmey General John Ashcroft
US Department of Justice

95} Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530

Dear Mr. Asheroft:

Tte Microsoft antitrust case was unnecessary to begin with, but the fact that it has
dragged out this long is absolutely ndiculous. I do not believe that the push for
adliuonpa] litigation is in the interest of justice; I am of the opinion that the remaining
hit gants just want what everybody else wants - to get into Microsoft's wallet. A

se tlement has been proposed that, while it may not be 1dea), is acceptabie to both
Microsoft and the Department of Justice. Next week, the courts will determine whether
th: settlement 1s acceptable. Ibelieve it is in the best interest of the consumer to settle

ncw rather than to drag this case on any longer.

Microsoft and the Department of Justice have managed, ater half a year of excruciatingly
ccmplex negotiations. to reach a settlement that not only satisfies the concerns of both
sties, but addresses the issues presented by antitrust laws as well. For example,
Microsoft has agreed not to enter into any contract that would require a third party to
distribute Microsoft products at a fixed percentage. This would prevent Microsoft from
shutting its competitors out of the market through exclusive contracts. Microsoft has also
agreed to disclose source code and interfaces integral to the Windows operating system

fcr use by its competitors.

I 3o not believe that the settiement is 1n any way deficient. In fact, [ believe it would be
bi:st for the economy and the American public to finalize the settlement now. 1urge you

t¢ take the appropriate action.

Sincwrcly

s 45

Douglas Bird
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